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WHEREAS, the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers was founded in 1983 by a group of Florida citizens eager to preserve transportation choices for Floridians; and

WHEREAS, passenger rail contributes to the employment opportunities for residents and the economic growth of Florida and the United States; and

WHEREAS, for 24 years John and Barbara Thomas have each served in the capacities of Treasurer, Membership Coordinator, and Board Members of the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers; and, 

WHEREAS, John and Barbara Thomas have given thousands of volunteer hours to the Coalition and its members by serving in these capacities; and, 

WHEREAS, John Thomas has also served as Vice President of the Coalition and as a member of the National Association of Railroad Passengers’ Board of Directors; and, 

WHEREAS, John and Barbara Thomas have kept the books and membership rolls, organized an untold number of mailings, tended the Post Office box, and fielded an uncounted number of phone calls for the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers; and,

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors and the Advisory Board of the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers are grateful for the service which this husband and wife team has given to the Coalition and rail passengers throughout the Sunshine State; and,

WHEREAS, John and Barbara Thomas have indicated their desire to take a well-earned retirement from these responsibilities after the Coalition’s Spring Meeting of Members and Elections in May; 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers hereby honors John and Barbara Thomas for their service to the Coalition and their support of passenger rail; and,
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers, its Board of Directors, the Advisory Board, and its members throughout the state of Florida honor John and Barbara Thomas for their fine work, great humor, and friendship during their 24 years of involvement in the Coalition. 
All are united in thanking John and Barbara for jobs well done.

Approved in Lakeland, Florida on this 19th day of February 2011.

Stephen Sayles

Stephen Sayles, President
