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WHEREAS, Florida citizens and visitors have a need for transportation choices; and

WHEREAS, passenger rail contributes to the employment opportunities for residents and the economic growth of Florida and the United States; and

WHEREAS, the Federal government has provided $2.4 billion in grants to build a high speed passenger rail line from Tampa to Orlando; and, 
WHEREAS, this segment would be constructed as the initial part of a Tampa-Orlando-Miami high speed rail system in Florida; and, 

WHEREAS, the creation of this new high speed rail line is of national importance as it would be the first true high speed rail line to be constructed in the United States; and, 
WHEREAS, the construction of this new line has already been endorsed by a broad-based range of businesses, citizens, governments, and organizations; and,
WHEREAS, we believe Florida Governor Rick Scott’s February 17 decision to terminate Florida’s high speed rail program by returning Federal grants for its construction to the Federal government was a poor choice largely based on research provided to him by pro-highway lobbies; and,

WHEREAS, Governor Rick Scott’s decision on high speed rail sets a very negative tone for future decisions regarding funding for passenger rail projects in our state, including SunRail, Amtrak service on the Florida East Coast Railway, and ongoing efforts to improve Tri-Rail;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers encourages Florida Governor Rick Scott to reconsider his February 17 decision; and,
BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that regardless of the Governor’s decision, the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers urges other elected and appointed officials throughout the state of Florida in the Legislature, Cabinet, Florida’s Delegation to the Congress of the United States, the Florida Department of Transportation, the Federal Railroad Administration, and United States Department of Transportation to find a means to get the high speed rail line constructed with or without Governor Rick Scott’s concurrence.
Approved in Lakeland, Florida on this 19th day of February 2011.
Stephen Sayles
Stephen Sayles, President
