Minutes of Spring Meeting of Members and Annual Elections
Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers 

Tampa Union Station
Tampa, Florida

May 7, 2011
Board Members Present:




Advisory Board Members Present:
Steve Sayles, St. Petersburg (President, FCRP)

George Diller, Titusville
Z
Tim Mack, Jacksonville (First Vice President, FCRP)

Jackson McQuigg, Atlanta (Secretary Pro Tem)

John Thomas, DeLand (Treasurer, FCRP)


John McQuigg, Tampa

Michael Smith, Oakland Park



Barb Thomas, DeLand
Connor Tjarks, Boca Raton



Bob Stewart, Ft. Myers (Chairman, NARP)
Board Members Absent:
Ken Burbach, Ft. Myers
Members Present:
Bill Wagner, Tampa

Pierre Mathurin, Tampa

Joe Oates, Valrico

Jeff Dearmin, Orlando

Robin Linker, Clearwater






1.  Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by FCRP President Steve Sayles at 10:05 AM.

2.  Board Elections. The following slate of members was introduced for election as members of FCRP’s Board of Directors: Steve Sayles, Tim Mack, Ken Burbach, Bob Stewart, Michael Smith, Jeff Dearmin, and Connor Tjarks.  

There were no additional nominations from the floor.

Bob Stewart moved that the slate of candidates be elected as the 2011-2012 Board of Directors. Joe Oates seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

3.  Election of Officers. Board members present then took up the issue of officers for 2011-2012. After some discussion, the following slate of officers was proposed: Steve Sayles, President; Tim Mack, Vice President; and, George Diller, Treasurer. The Secretary position will remain temporarily vacant, with Jackson McQuigg continuing to fill-in as a volunteer until a permanent replacement can be identified. 

The Officers slate was nominated by Bob Stewart and seconded by Tim Mack. The motion was passed unanimously by the Board of Directors.
4.  John and Barb Thomas Honored. John and Barb Thomas were honored for their various roles as Treasurer and Membership Coordinators since the inception of the Florida Coalition of Rail Passengers in 1983. The round of applause offered at the meeting for the Thomases followed on a February 19 resolution honoring the Thomases which was passed by the Board honoring them for their services.
5.   National Train Day. FCRP again co-sponsored National Train Day at Tampa Union Station this year. The event ran from 12:00 PM-5:00 PM on the 7th, the same day as the Spring Meeting of Members and Annual Elections. It featured live music, displays from exhibitors, and Amtrak equipment on display. Thanks to donations from FCRP and from Tampa attorney Bill Wagner at the close of the campaign, Friends of Tampa Union Station was able to secure a challenge grant from the Community Foundation of Tampa Bay, creating a $50,000 endowment fund which will benefit ongoing restoration of Tampa Union Station, donations which were recognized at the meeting. 

FCRP and NARP jointly shared a table at the event. At the FCRP meeting, President Steve Sayles encouraged all members in attendance at the morning’s Spring Meeting of Members and Annual Elections to attend the National Train Day festivities [note: following the event, it was estimated that 2,000 people attended National Train Day at Tampa Union Station].
6.   Report from Bob Stewart, Chairman, NARP. The National Association of Railroad Passengers recently held a Council meeting in Washington, DC. The meeting included presentations from Amtrak President Joe Boardman and U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood. 

In his remarks to the NARP Council, Amtrak President Boardman indicated that Amtrak will not restore Sunset Limited train service from New Orleans-Florida unless Congress provides Amtrak with additional funding, as outlined in Amtrak’s report to Congress on the subject.

There is talk within Amtrak about extending the Palmetto to Florida once again, but this is also contingent on funding (albeit, a much lower amount).

Secretary LaHood will soon announce the projects around the country which will benefit from the $2.4 billion in high speed rail funds from the stillborn Tampa-Orlando high speed rail project which Governor Rick Scott rejected.

7.  SunRail. Jackson McQuigg began a conversation about the prospects for the proposed Orlando-area commuter rail service, SunRail. Florida Governor Rick Scott has yet to make a decision about whether to allow this project to go forward. 

Given Governor Scott’s decision about the Florida high speed rail project, the SunRail project may also be in jeopardy.

After discussion, FCRP President Steve Sayles and NARP Chairman Bob Stewart each agreed to send out email blasts to their respective memberships (FCRP members and NARP Florida members) encouraging their members to voice their support for SunRail to their elected officials.
8.  Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM.
